


Part 1:  Introduction to Saul of Tarsus  
Sunday, January 17, 2016 

 



Saul of Tarsus 

 
PAUL  

“ THE APOSTLE OF GRACE” 



Acts 7:56-60 (TM) 
Yelling and hissing, the mob drowned him out. 
Now in full stampede, they dragged him out of 
town and pelted him with rocks. The 
ringleaders took off their coats and asked a 
young man named Saul to watch them.  As 
the rocks rained down, Stephen prayed, 
“Master Jesus, take my life.” Then he knelt 
down, praying loud enough for everyone to 
hear, “Master, don’t blame them for this sin”—
his last words. Then he died. 



Acts 7:58; 8:1 
 
…a young man named Saul….in 
hearty agreement with putting him 
(Stephen) to death. 
 
 
(Paul) I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a 
citizen of no insignificant city 
 





City of Tarsus 

� BUSY METROPOLIS,  
� DIVERSE CULTURE,  
�  INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE,  
� GIANT TARSUS MOUNTAIN RANGE 

FOR PROTECTION, 
� NEAR A SEA PORT.  















Sanhedrin 

� JEWISH COUNCIL 
� MADE UP OF 71 MEN,  
� JEWISH NATIONALISM,  
� STRICT OBEDIENCE TO LAW 

OF MOSES,  
� RULED OVER JEWISH LIFE 

AND RELIGION. 



Acts 5:18 

They laid hands on the 
apostles, and put them in a 
public jail.  



Acts 5:19-21 

An angel of the Lord during the 
night opened the gates of the 
prison, and taking them out he said, 
‘Go your way, stand and speak to 
the people in the temple the whole 
message of this Life.’ 
 



Acts 5:21-23 
Now when the high priest and his associates 
had come, they called the Council together, 
even all of the Senate of the sons of Israel, 
and send orders to the prison house for them 
to be brought.  But the officers who came did 
not find them in the prison; and they returned, 
and reported back, saying, ‘We found the 
prison house locked quite securely and the 
guards standing at the doors; but when we 
had opened up, we found no one inside.’  
 



Acts 5:25-26 

Behold, the men whom you put in prison 
are standing in the temple and teaching 
the people!  Then the captain went along 
with the officers and proceeded to bring 
them back without violence (for they were 
afraid of the people, lest they should be 
stoned).  
 



Acts 5: 38-39 

…stay away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or action should be of 
men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of 
God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them; or else you may even be found 
fighting against God.  
 



Acts 5:41-42 

So they went on their way from the 
presence of the Council rejoicing that they 
had been considered worthy to suffer 
shame for His name. And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they kept 
right on teaching and preaching Jesus 
Christ.  



Acts 26:10-11 
(Paul) And this is what I did in Jerusalem; 
not only did I lock up many of the saints in 
prisons, having received the authority from 
the chief priests, but also when they were 
being put to death I cast my vote against 
them. And as I punished them often in all the 
synagogues, I tried to force them to 
blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at 
them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign 
cities. 



Acts 8:3 

(Saul)…began ravaging the church, 
entering house after house; and 
dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.  



Four observations worth noting:  

#1. No matter how you appear 
to others today, everyone has a 
dark side.  



Four observations worth noting:  

#2. Regardless of what you 
have done, no one is beyond 
HOPE.  
 



Four observations worth noting:  

#3. Even though your past is 
stained, anyone can find a  
NEW BEGINNING  with God.  
 



Four observations worth noting:  

#4. No matter what you face, 
God is still IN CONTROL , 
silently and sovereignly working 
all things out according to His 
perfect plan.  
 




