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Don Miller (The Authority of the Bible):  

“Experience in itself is too subjective, too 
changeable, too inner, too fleeing, too tied to 
physiological factors to be a trustworthy guide 
for faith.  To trust our experience is to put our 
faith at the mercy of our liver, or our 
endocrine glands, or the quality of our sleep 
on any given night, or the state of our 
digestion, or the problems of our work.  
Experience must always be subjected to the 
authority of the saving work of God in Jesus 
Christ as set forth in the Bible.”   



I Peter 3:15 (NKJV): 

…always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you. 
  
  
 



“defense” (Greek, apologia)  

 
 

APOLOGY 



Acts 21:28-29, 31:  
Men of Israel, help! This is the man who 
teaches all men everywhere against the 
people, the law, and this place; and 
furthermore he also brought Greeks into the 
temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 
(For they had previously seen Trophimus the 
Ephesian with him in the city, whom they 
supposed that Paul had brought into the 
temple.) 31 Now as they were seeking to kill 
him, news came to the commander of the 
garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 



Acts 21:32-34:  
He at once took some officers and soldiers 
and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters 
saw the commander and his soldiers, they 
stopped beating Paul. 33 The commander 
came up and arrested him and ordered him to 
be bound with two chains. Then he asked 
who he was and what he had done. 34 Some 
in the crowd shouted one thing and some 
another, and since the commander could not 
get at the truth because of the uproar, he 
ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. 
 



Commander = Centurion:  

 
 
Seasoned officers in Roman guard; 

responsible for 100 armed men.  
 



Acts 21:35-39:  
When Paul reached the steps, the violence of 
the mob was so great he had to be carried by 
the soldiers. 36 The crowd that followed kept 
shouting, “Get rid of him!” Paul Speaks to the 
Crowd 37 As the soldiers were about to take 
Paul into the barracks, he asked the 
commander, “May I say something to you?”  
“Do you speak Greek?” he replied. 38 “Aren’t 
you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led 
four thousand terrorists out into the 
wilderness some time ago?”  39 Paul 
answered, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, 
a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me 
speak to the people. 
 



� Acts 22: 1-4  - talks about how Paul 
persecuted this Way to the death, 
binding and putting followers in prisons. 

  
� Acts 22:19-21   oops! He used the G-

word:  Gentile – he states He was called 
by God to win the Gentiles, and that was 
all the volatile crowd need to hear!  

 



Acts 23:6:  

Then Paul, knowing that some of them 
were Sadducees and the others 
Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, 
“My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended 
from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of 
the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 
 



Acts 23:11:  

The following night the Lord stood near 
Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have 
testified about me in Jerusalem, so you 
must also testify in Rome.” 
 



Do the math on this one: 
    

200 soldiers   
200 spearmen  
70 horsemen+    
2 centurions  

472  Bodyguards – against 40 
rag-tag conspirators! 
 



Psalm  46:1-3: 

God is our refuge and strength, A very 
present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will 
not fear, Even though the earth be 
removed, And though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though 
its waters roar and be troubled, Though 
the mountains shake with its swelling.  
 



Point to remember:  

Often in the midst of great pain, on the 
heels of mistreatment, the Lord appears 
in His Word, providing peace through 
the Holy Spirit.  When survival seems 
next to impossible, that’s when the Lord 
intervenes and we realize He has a 
bigger plan than we could possibly 
imagine. 




