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Acts 22:4-5 

And I persecuted this Way to the death, 
binding and putting both men and women 
into prisons…and started off for Damascus 
in order to bring even those who were 
there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be 
punished.  
 



Acts 26:9-10 

So then, I thought to myself that I had to 
do many things hostile to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth…  I locked up saints in 
prisons…also when they were being put to 
death I cast my vote against them.  



Galatians 1:13-14 

…I used to persecute the church of God 
beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; 
and I was advancing in Judaism… 



Acts 9:3-4, 9 

And it came about that as he journeyed, 
he was approaching Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him; and he fell to the ground, and 
he heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ …And 
he was three days without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank.  







City of Damascus 

�  100 miles northeast of Jerusalem 
� Known for fragrant gardens and 

meadows of fruit 
� Safe-haven for Jewish converts to the 

Way (Christianity) 
�  Josephus recorded over 10,000 Jews 

lived there at one point 







Acts 9:5 

And (Paul) said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  



“Lord”  
(kurious) = “lord” or “master”  
 
Title of respect;  
equivalent to our word “sir” 



Ananias 

� He is found nowhere else 
�  Little is known about him 
� We are only told he is a follower of 

Christ 
� External writings suggest he was 

possibly one of the bishops of 
Damascus 



Acts 9:10-12 
Now there was a certain disciple living in 
Damascus, named Ananias; and the Lord 
said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias’ And he 
said, ‘Behold, here am I Lord.’ And the 
Lord said to him, ‘Arise, and go to the 
street called Straight, and inquire at the 
house of Judas for a man from Tarsus 
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and 
he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, 
so that he might regain his sight.’  
 







Acts 9:15-16 

The Lord said to him, ‘Go for he is a 
chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My 
name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the sons of Israel; for I will show him how 
much he must suffer for My name’s sake.’ 



The Command… 

 
GO! 



Some Surprising Elements of 
God’s Will 
 
 
#1. Surprises are always a part 
of God’s leading. 
 



Some Surprising Elements of 
God’s Will 
  
#2. Surprises always increase 
our need for FAITH.  
 



Some Surprising Elements of 
God’s Will 
 
 
#3. Stepping out in faith brings 
CLARIFICATION of God’s plan.  



Some Surprising Elements of 
God’s Will 
 
 
#4. Obedience always 
stimulates GROWTH.  
 



Acts 9:19-20 

…Saul spent some days with the disciples 
at Damascus…Immediately, he preached 
the Christ in the synagogues, that He is 
the Son of God.  



Acts 9:22 

But Saul kept increasing in strength and 
confounding the Jews who lived at 
Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the 
Christ. 



“Proving” 

“To knit together from several 
different strands.” 



Metanoia 

 

“Repentance”  



Metanoeo, verb 

 
 
Literally, “To change one’s mind” 
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