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2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.  
 



What does this mean? 

Specific Pain enables us to 
 
COMFORT OTHERS SPECIFICALLY 



2 Corinthians 1:8 

We do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers and sisters, about the troubles we 
experienced in the province of Asia. We 
were under great pressure, far beyond our 
ability to endure, so that we despaired of 
life itself.  



2 Corinthians 4:8-11 
We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. 10 We always 
carry around in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are 
alive are always being given over to death 
for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be 
revealed in our mortal body  



2 Corinthians 11:23-27 
Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk 
like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been 
in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, 
and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five 
times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus 
one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow 
Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger 
from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and 
have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger 
and thirst and have often gone without food; I have 
been cold and without clothes.”  



2 Corinthians 12:1-4 
I must go on boasting. Although there is 
nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions 
and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man 
in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught 
up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the 
body or out of the body I do not know—God 
knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether 
in the body or apart from the body I do not 
know, but God knows— 4 was caught up to 
paradise and heard inexpressible things, 
things that no one is permitted to tell  



Couple of facts about the passage:  
 
� PAUL IS WRITING ABOUT HIMSELF 
 
� CERTAIN OF HIS LOCATION BUT 

UNCERTAIN OF HIS ORIENTATION 
 
� HAPPENED SUDDENLY 
 
� WHAT HE WITNESSED MERE 

WORDS COULD NOT EXPRESS 



2 Corinthians 12:7 

… because of these surpassingly great 
revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me 
from becoming conceited, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, 
to torment me.  
 



“Thorn” means… 

�  “SHARPLY POINTED STAKE” 



What was it?  

� Series of Temptations 
� Physical Deformity 
� Relentless Opposition 
� Epilepsy 
� Migraines 
� Chronic Eye Trouble 
� Malaria 



 
THREE TIMELESS PRINCIPLES: 
 
� Something to REMEMBER:  
  
 
Remember that suffering IS NOT NEW! 
 
 



 
THREE TIMELESS PRINCIPLES: 
 
� Something to REALIZE:  
  
 
Realize that suffering  
PLAYS A BENEFICIAL ROLE 
 
 



 
THREE TIMELESS PRINCIPLES: 
 
� Something to RELEASE:  
  
Release the idea that contentment 
REQUIRES COMFORT  
 
 




